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Unlted States
Coast Guard

Comondknt
/@ tinfted Bates Coont Gused

**-**‘*ﬁ‘ﬂi*****k*t*ﬂ*wwt‘
fn the matter Of the petation of

THE AMERICEN BOBT ASSCCIATION

for an ion £rom Supart B of

Part 175 of Guard |

Boating Safety Regulations

******ﬁ***‘*'**#******
" 'I ' .

By letter dated August 13, 1995, Mr. Richerd Sayder of

43, Code of Fedaral Regulations.

B of Part 175.also probibits the use of a recreational
in length t'mi

drivers of race boats while in compeatition or practice
sangticned ¢ tiricn. - The APBA is the official

avents are :‘équimd to wear AFBEA certified racing life

Wothingten, DX 208030001,
Sion Sytnbal: (EeNal-o)
Phone: (202 267-0sel

i

 Septenber 14, 1993
- c@e, 95-004

thd American Power Boat

Association, [17640 E. Nine Mile Road, Eastpointe, Michigan patitioned the
United States Coast Guard for an exemption from Subpart B of Part 175 of Title

The Personal |Flotation Device (PFD) requlations in Subpart B of Part 173
prohibit the use of 2 recreational vessel unless a Coast Guard approved
™vpe I, Type|il, Typs 111 pr Type V FPFD is on board for each person. Subpart
ess cne Coast Guard approved Type IV PED is alsd on board.

Tha exenpti l ia sought for American Fower Boat Association (APBRA). registered

related to an AFBA
t race sanctioning

organization! of the United States, Drivers of raceboats in APBA sanctioned

Jackets, which do not

have Coast approval, The petition therefore requests an exemption From
the Coast approved PED carviage recuirements. ' ' *

In th letter dated August 15, 1995, the petitioncr states that drivérs of
APBA race ts must wear specific MPEA certified and labeled life jackets and
also do not Coast Guard approved throwable Type IV FED=. The APRA life

jackets ave fanufactured in accordance with strict specifications, which meet
more sti standards than those which apply to Coast Guard approved FFDs
intended fo | uge o recreational boats., The APBA cortified life jackets are
alao capsble of withstanding accidencs in which race beats are traveling at
of 150 milas per hour. The petitigner further gtates that each APEA
life jacket ymst be new or returned £0 the manufacturer for detalled
tnspection, vepalx, cleaning, and relabeling (recertification) within a three
ﬁ Jﬁrm prior to the date of racing with the new or xenewed date stated on
e

jaﬁkat marufacturer’s label.

With regard 'to the request for an exemption from the respiremant for &
throwable Guard approved Typa IV PEFD, the petitioner states that an

increasing awtber of AFBA classes are incorprating the
reinforced capsule or cockpit into which the driver is

|
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requirenent for a
strapped by a carefully
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defined five point harmess. ‘Most of the classes are now X140 uging 2 haavy
plastic cancpy to deflect the inflow of high velocity water into the cockpit -
or capsuld. The petitioner states that a throwable Type IV PFD in a race boat -
or in a xace boat capsule would be of no value, would tuke Wwaluable space
in a form fitting capsule, and eould be dangerous if the PID Ereke loose and
went flying avound in a capsule where high "G" loads are commonly seen in scme
of the very sharp tums, ©r plunges Back into the witer following a lengthy
alrbomme Jaunch. : :

The petitioner alse states that all APBA sanctioned race events st have &
quality rescue team oD scane as wall as considershle emergern ‘medi.cal
equipment. The APER keeps datailed gtatistics on ite racing incidents .

ags of whether an injury is involved, In.1992 for example, aceording
to the petitioner, in 330 incidents in which & rescua team went into actien,
Just. over 50 pexcent of the. drivers were reathed in less than ‘20 seconds; &7
pemmtwammahadhxle&stmmmaem. _ '

All of the information pregented in the petition has been carefully considered
by the Coast Guard. The intent of the Coast Guard approved FPED equipment
carriage vequirements is to promote & safer Yecreational boating environment
by wequiring the carriage of safety equipment which can prevent drownings, the
most frequent cause of boating fatalities, In consideration of the fact that
APER drivers are required to wesr their PEDS, the APEA certifed PFD méels
gtandards which ave in many:respects wore stringent, and because of the
sequiremant for rescue teams at APER sanctioned races, I £ind that to grant
this exemption would not: adversely affect boating safety. Therefore, puarsuant
to the authority contained in 46 U.8.C. 4305 and 49 C¥FR 1.46(n) (1), which
agthority ‘has been delegated to me by the Commandant, an exemption from the
s of Subpart B .of Part 178 of Title 33, Coda of Federal Regulations

ia hareby granted to the American Power Boat Assooistion, gurject: to the

following provisiens: . . - S L

" (1) . ‘e erenpkicn appliss only to Merican power Boat Association (APER)
registered drivers of race boats while in competition’ or practice related to
en APEA’ sanctioned competition, I L

’ I . : o . . vy ‘ .
(2). This exemption is effective on its date of lssuance and rewains in
Ci éff&cﬁ"_'ﬁlﬁt'i'r' supe rseaﬁd‘ ;rEsTindsd oF othesrgize towr mir la‘t‘@ﬁ*'_' T T

Ca; a:in,'U.S.‘_Cﬂaqt‘_Guaxd o
and Consumer Affairs Pivision
By direction of the Commandant.

Issued in Yashingten, DG on: . Septenper 14, 1993
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